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1 . REACTION IN THE MALTESE PRESS TO THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT 
HAS BEEN VERY LOW KEY. ON AUGUST 19, 20, 21 AND 24 THE 
CONSERVATIVE TIMES OF MALTA CARRIED FRONT PAGE ARTICLES 
FROM REUTER'S SERVICE WHICH TENDED TO REFLECT THE US/SOUTH 
KOREAN POSITION. THE FIRST MENTION OF THE INCIDENT IN 

THE PRO-LABOR GOVERNMENT MALTA NEWS WAS A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 
ON AUGUST 21. A SECOND ARTICLE, ALSO CARRIED ON THE FRONT 
PAGE, APPEARED ON AUGUST 23. BOTH WERE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
RELEASES THAT EMPHASIZED STRONG US REACTION TO INCIDENT, 

BRINGING KOREA "CLOSER TO THE BRINK OF WAR". MALTESE 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS CARRIED TRANSLATIONS OF THE SAME ARTICLES 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMMENT. 

2. THE ONLY MALTESE EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE PANMUNJOM 
INCIDENT APPEARED IN THE TIMES OF MALTA ON AUGUST 21 . 

ENTITLED "TENSION IN KOREA" THE EDITORIAL STATED AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE MURDER OF TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS IN THE DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA HAS BROUGHT SHARP REACTION 
AND RENEWED TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. BOTH THE NORTH 
KOREANS AND THE AMERICANS HAVE PLACED THEIR FORCES ON THE 
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FIGHTER SQUADRONS. NORTH KOREA HAS PLACED ON FULL ALERT NOT 
ONLY ITS REGULAR ARMED FORCES BUT ALL MEMBERS OF THE WORKER- 
PEASANT RED GUARDS, THE IMPLICATION BEING ONE OF FULL 
MOBILIZATION. 

"KOREA, SINCE THE WAR OF THE 1950S, HAS BEEN RELATIVELY 
QUIET, HAVING BEEN OVERSHADOWED BY EVENTS IN VIETNAM AND OTHER 
PARTS OF INDOCHINA. BUT THAT SUCH A MINOR INCIDENT OVER 
TREE-CUTTING CAN CAUSE BLOODSHED AND RESULT IN PREPARATIONS 
FOR A FULL SCALE WAR, UNDERLINES THE UNEASE THAT EXISTS AT 
THE BORDER AND CASTS GRAVE DOUBTS ABOUT ANY SUGGESTION TO 
REUNITE THE TWO HALVES OF THE COUNTRY. IT ALSO STRENGTHENS 
THE NEED OF THE CONTINUED PRESENCE IN THE COUNTRY OF AMERICAN 
FORCES WHO TODAY NUMBER 41,000. 

"A CALL WAS MADE AT THE NON ALIGNED CONFERENCE AT SRI 
LANKA, FOR AMERICANS TO WITHDRAW FROM SOUTH KOREA. THAT 
WOULD MEAN A COMPLETE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER OF SOUTH KOREA ON 
THE SAME LINES AND WITH THE SAME RESULTS AT THOSE IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA." 

3. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF THE STRONG POLITICAL SUPPORT WHICH 
THE MALTESE LABOR GOVERNMENT GIVES TO NORTH KOREA IN 
VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL FORUMS, THE LOCAL MEDIA REACTION TO 
THE PANMUNIOM INCIDENT HAS BEEN SURPRISINGLY NONCOMMITTAL. 
THERE HAS, THUS FAR, BEEN NO OFFICIAL GOM REACTION 
WHATSOEVER. WIGGINS 
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